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must have both. "'"Else how could the country be defended? For
the sword without the purse is of no effect; It is a sword in the
scabbard."
There was no reason why Congress and the state legislatures
should not both make laws, if they were restrained from making
laws in conflict with each other. The road Is broad enough; but
If two men will justle each other, the fault is not in the road.y?
There might be conflicts between Individual states or between .
the states and the central government. But such conflicts existed
already, with nothing to settle them. Under the Constitution,
there was "every reasonable check against it." In republics It was
"a fundamental principle that the majority govern, and that the
minority comply with the general voice/5' Under the Confedera-
tion a single state could "put a veto upon the most important
public measures." This had happened: "a minority, a very small
minority has governed us. So far is this from being consistent
with republican principles, that it Is In effect the worst species
of monarchy. Hence we see how necessary for the union is the
coercive principle. No man pretends the contrary: we all see and
feel this necessity. The only question Is, shall it be a coercion of
law, or a coercion of arms? ... I am for coercion by law—that
coercion which acts only upon delinquent individuals. This con-
stitution does not attempt to coerce sovereign bodies, states, its
their political capacity. . , . But this legal coercion singles out
the guilty Individual, and punishes him for breaking the laws
of the union. All men will see the reasonableness of this; they
will acquiesce, and say, let the guilty suffer."
The speeches of the opposition have been lost, and can only
be guessed from the replies to them. Little appears to have beea
said about a bill of rights. To the objection that the new govern-
ment would annihilate the state governments, Richard Law, chief
judge of Connecticut's superior court and mayor of New London,
said: "this general government rests upon the state governments
for Its support. It Is like a vast and magnificent bridge., built upon
IS strong and stately pillars; now the rulers who occupy the
bridge, cannot be so beside themselves as to knock away the
pillars which support the whole fabric." Some of the delegates
had said that **a free government, like this/* could not have
enough energy "to pervade a country of such vast extent." Law
replied; "We are not satisfied with this assertion. We want to try1

